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such as fit it to be the seat of a wealthy and populous possession 
of the crown ; and T feel justified in saying, in this stage of its 
occupation, that it will not fail to become such, from any natural 
disqualification of the soil.' 



X. — Expedition to ascertain the Fate of Captain Ross. From 
Materials communicated to the Royal Geographical Society. 

Two expeditions have been planned, during the present season, 
in this country, in which the pursuit of geographical science 
is combined, to great advantage, with other more stirring incen- 
tives to action ; and for which, accordingly, the requisite funds will 
be furnished, in whole or in part, by private zeal. One is a 
trading expedition up the Quorra, consisting of two steam-vessels 
and a brig, well armed, and most liberally equipped, which sailed 
last July, under the command of Mr. M'Gregor Laird, one of the 
enterprising Liverpool merchants who have engaged in this magni- 
ficent commercial speculation ; having also on board Mr. Richard 
Lander, as interpreter and guide, and Lieutenant Allen, R.N., as 
surveyor, appointed to this service by the Admiralty, and furnished 
with every requisite instrument for making an exact survey of the 
river, so far as his opportunities may permit. The other is a land 
expedition destined to penetrate across the territories of the Hudson's 
Bay Company to the shore? of the Arctic Sea, primarily to ascer- 
tain the fate of Captain Ross, who, it is well known, has not been 
heard of since he sailed in a steam-boat three years ago, with the 
view of thus effecting a north-west passage to the Pacific ; and, 
subordinate to this object, to extend our knowledge of those 
shores — in particular, to endeavour to fill up the interval between 
Cape Turnagain (the eastern limit of Sir John Franklin's disco- 
veries) and the Straits of the Fury and Hecla, where Sir Edward 
Parry was stopped by the ice when attempting to penetrate to the 
westward along the coast; or, should these prove, as some ima- 
gine, merely the entrance of an inlet, to determine where else 
is situated the north-eastern extremity of the American continent. 
The hopes entertained by Captain Ross's friends that he and 
his companions are still alive, and may be extricated from their 
critical position by efforts yet made for their relief, are founded, 
partly on the extent of his preparations, which were calculated to 
meet his wants for three years, — partly on the amount of stores 
which, it is presumed, he would find untouched in the wreck of 
the Fury, abandoned by Sir Edward Parry in 1825, — and partly on 
the following account (given by Hearne, and quoted by Mr. Bar- 
row in his Chronological History of Arctic Voyages, pp. 276-8.) 
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of the fate of the crews of two Hudson Bay vessels who were cast 
on shore on Marble Island in 1719, and of whom it was ascer- 
tained, afterwards, that some survived nearly three years. 

' In the summer of 1769, (says Mr. Hearne, Introd. p. xxxi.) 
' while we were prosecuting the fishery, we saw several Esqui- 
maux at this new harbour, and perceiving one or two of them 
greatly advanced in years, our curiosity was excited to ask them 
some questions concerning the above ship and sloop, which we 
were the better enabled to do by the assistance of an Esquimaux, 
who was then in the Company's service as a linguist, and annually 
sailed in one of their vessels in that character. The account 
which we received from them was full, clear, and unreserved, and 
the sum of it was to the following purport :- — 

' When the vessels arrived at this place (Marble Island) it was 
very late in the fall, and, in getting them into the harbour, the 
largest received much damage ; but on being fairly in, the English 
began to build the house, their number at that time seeming 
to be about fifty. As soon as the ice permitted in the fol- 
lowing summer, 1 720, the Esquimaux paid them another visit, by 
which time the number of the English was very greatly reduced, 
and those that were living seemed very unhealthy. According to 
the account given by the Esquimaux, they were then very busily 
employed, but about what they could not easily decribe ; proba- 
bly in lengthening the long-boat, for, at a little distance from the 
house, there was now lying a great quantity of oak chips, which 
had been made most assuredly by carpenters. 

' A sickness and famine occasioned such havock among the 
English that by the setting in of the second winter their number 
was reduced to twenty. That winter, 1 720, some of the Esqui- 
maux took up their abode on the opposite side of the harbour to 
that on which the English had built their houses, and frequently 
supplied them with such provisions as they had, which chiefly 
consisted of whale's blubber, seal's flesh, and train oil. When 
the spring advanced, the Esquimaux went to the continent, and on 
their visiting Marble Island again, in the summer of 1721, they 
only found five of the English alive ; and these were in such 
distress for provisions, that they eagerly ate the seal's flesh and 
whale's blubber quite raw as they purchased it from the natives. 
This disordered them so much that three of them died in a few 
days, and the other two, though very weak, made a shift to bury 
them. These two survived many days after the rest, and fre- 
quently went to the top of an adjacent rock and earnestly looked 
to the south and east, as if in expectation of some vessels 
coming to their relief. After continuing there a considerable 
time, and nothing appearing in sight, they sat down close 
together and wept bitterly. At length one of the two died, and 
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the other's strength was so far exhausted, that he fell down and 
died also in attempting to dig a grave for his companion. The 
sculls and other large bones of these two men are now lying above- 
ground close to the house. The longest liver was, according to 
the Esquimaux account, always employed in working iron into 
implements for them ; probably he was the armourer or smith.' 

If then (it is argued), severe as the sufferings of these poor 
people were, they could prolong their existence at all, for nearly 
three years on Marble Island, which is a bare granite rock, with 
scarcely any local resources whatever, is it not probable that Cap- 
tain Ross's difficulties, even supposing that he was wrecked 
the first year of his departure, may not yet have been overwhelm- 
ing ? If they could thus survive, also, with only a moderate stock 
of supplies in their ships, fitted out, as these necessarily were, 
after the manner of the last century, may not his party be still 
furnished amply in comparison ? And even the character of the 
country seems to require that some search should be made for 
them — that nineteen British seamen, embarked in the most disin- 
terestedly spirited enterprise of the day, should not be lightly 
given up to their fate ; — especially when, by the same means, 
the discoveries of Franklin and Parry may be connected, and a 
series of expeditions be, as it were, completed, which, in so far as 
they have gone, reflect the highest credit on British skill and enter- 
prise, and have left, in truth, little more than the blank here con- 
templated to be filled up, in order to complete our knowledge of 
the outline of the American coast. 

These views have been, therefore, lately brought under the con- 
sideration of his Majesty's Government, and sanguine hopes are 
entertained that it may be induced to subscribe QOOOl. towards 
carrying them into effect. The Hudson's Bay Company has, 
also, with great liberality, consented to provide boats and provi- 
sions for the party gratuitously ; and has already forwarded the 
requisite orders for this purpose. Captain Back, R.N., one of 
Sir John Franklin's companions in both his journeys, has volun- 
teered to conduct the expedition, the plan of which was originally 
sketched by Dr. Richardson, and has been since carefully revised 
and re-considered by both these able officers. The party will be 
forwarded early in February next to New York ; whence it will 
proceed, by way of Montreal, to Great Slave Lake ; and descend 
the Fish River as early in the season as possible, probably in 
August. But two seasons, at least, will be requisite to execute 
the service in any degree satisfactorily ; and, in every case, the 
scale of operations, their extent, continuance, and ultimate success, 
will mainly depend on the means obtained for their execution. 

Subscriptions towards the Arctic Land Expedition are 
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accordingly now in course of being received by some principal 
bankers in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin ; and the amount, 
whatever it may be, will be placed under the control, and adminis- 
tered under the sole authority of a Committee of noblemen and 
gentlemen, of whom a most respectable list is already in circula- 
tion as having, with Admiral the Right Hon. Sir George Cock- 
burn, G.C.B., as their chairman, signified their willingness to ac- 
cept the trust. Men of all descriptions must wish well to the 
undertaking, for science must gain by it, though humanity is its 
leading motive ; and trained, as Captain Back has been, in the 
school of Franklin, the difficulties, which that gallant officer's 
experience enabled him to overcome with so much more facility in 
his second journey than in his first, will probably be found still 
more easily surmountable in a third attempt. 
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